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The Tiandihui, a'so known as the Heaven and Earth Association or the Triads, was one of the earliest,
largest, and most enduring of the Chinese secret societies that have played crucia roles at decisive junctures
in modern Chinese history. These organizations were characterized by ceremonial rituals, often in the form
of blood oaths, that brought people together for acommon goal.

Some were organized for clandestine, criminal, or even seditious purposes by people alienated from or at the
margins of society. Others were organized for mutual protection or the administration of local activities by
law-abiding members of a given community.

The common perception in the twentieth century, both in China and in the West, was that the Tiandihui was
founded by Chinese patriots in the seventeenth century for the purpose of overthrowing the Qing (Manchu)
dynasty and restoring the Ming (Chinese). This view was put forward by Sun Y at-sen and other
revolutionaries who claimed that, like the anti-Manchu founders of the Tiandihui, their goal wasto strip the
Manchus of their throne.

The Chinese Nationalists (Guomindang) today claim the Tiandihui as part of their heritage.

This book relates avery different history of the origins of the Tiandihui. Using Qing dynasty archives that
were made available in both Beijing and Taipei during the last decades, the author shows that the Tiandihui
was founded not as a political movement but as a mutual aid brotherhood in 1761, a century after the date
given by traditional historiography.

She contends that histories depicting Ming loyalism as the raison d'etre of the Tiandihui are based on
internally generated sources and, in part, on the "Xi Lu Legend," a creation myth that tells of monks from the
Shaolin Monastery aiding the emperor in fighting the Xi Lu barbarians.

Because of itsimportance to the theories of Ming loyalist scholars and its impact on Tiandihui
historiography as awhole, the author thoroughly investigates the legend, revealing it to be the product of
later - not founding - generations of Tiandihui members and atale with an evolution of its own. The seven
extant versions of the legend itself appear in English tranglation as an appendix.

This book thus accomplishes three things: it reviews and analyzes the extensive Tiandihui literature; it makes

available to Western scholars information from archival materials heretofore seen only by afew Chinese
specialists; and it firmly establishes an authoritative chronology of the Tiandihui's early history.
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From reader reviews:
Chad Jones:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at
abook? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Origins of the Tiandihui: The Chinese Triadsin Legend and History.

Marlene Tiggs:

This The Origins of the Tiandihui: The Chinese Triads in Legend and History tend to be reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Origins of the Tiandihui: The
Chinese Triads in Legend and History can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just ssimple examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock
your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Origins of the Tiandihui:
The Chinese Triadsin Legend and History giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it appreciate
reading.

Richard Lawrence:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Origins of the Tiandihui: The Chinese Triadsin Legend and History can
be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Alva Stephenson:

This The Origins of the Tiandihui: The Chinese Triads in Legend and History is new way for you who has
interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Origins of the Tiandihui: The Chinese Triadsin Legend and History can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication



especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't missthe
ideal Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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