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The subject of this book is limited to the abstract form or "logic" of science (as applied particularly to
scientific sociology). The chief aim is to compress, to simplify, and to organize into an easily understood and
reasonably well-documented scheme some principal answers to questions such as: What makes a discipline
"scientific" in the first place? What are theories, empirical generalizations, hypotheses, and observations; and
how are they related to each other? What is meant by "the scientific method?" What roles do induction and
deduction play in science? What are the places of measurement, sampling techniques, descriptive statistics,
statistical inference, scale construction, tests of significance, "grand" theories, and "middle-range" theories?
What parts are played by our ideas concerning logic, causality, and chance? What is the significance of the
rule of parsimony? How do verbal and mathematical languages compare in expressing scientific statements?
The intended use of this book goes beyond these abstract questions. The discussion presented here may serve
a practical role in the sociology and history of science by providing a framework for reducing the enormous
variety of scientific researches--both within a given field and across all fields--to a limited number of
interrelated formal elements. Such a framework, it is hoped, may prove useful in assessing empirical
relationships between the formal aspects of scientific work and its substantive social, economic, political,
and historical aspects. Wallace identifies four ways of generating and testing the truth of empirical
statements--"authoritarian," "mystical," "logico-rational," and "scientific," and considers each in depth. As he
concludes, "In science (as in æeveryday life') things must be believed to be seen, as well as seen to be
believed; and questions must already be answered a little, if they are to be asked at all." This is a work of
synthesis that merits close attention. It provides an area for viewing theory as something more than a review
of the history of any single social science discipline. Walter L. Wallace is Professor of Sociology Emeritus at
Princeton University. He is also the author of Sociological Theory: An Introduction, and Principles of
Scientific Sociology, available from AldineTransaction.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Logic of Science in Sociology will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Richard Bentley:

This The Logic of Science in Sociology book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Logic of Science in Sociology without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Logic of Science in Sociology can bring when you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Logic of Science in Sociology having good arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gerald Rountree:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This book The Logic of Science in Sociology was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Mary Banks:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the The Logic of Science in Sociology when you needed it?
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