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February 21, 1848, the House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.: Congressman John Quincy Adams,
rising to speak, suddenly collapses at his desk; two days later, he dies in the Speaker's chamber. The public
mourning that followed, writes Paul C. Nagel, "exceeded anything previously seenin America." Forgotten
was hisfailed presidency and his often cold demeanor. It was the memory of an extraordinary human being--
onewho in hislast years had fought heroically for the right of petition and against awar to expand davery--
that drew a grateful people to salute his coffin in the Capitol and to stand by the railroad tracks as his bier
was transported from Washington to Boston. Nagel probes deeply into the psyche of this cantankerous,
misanthropic, erudite, hardworking son of aformer president whose remarkable career spanned many
offices: minister to Holland, Russia, and England, U.S. senator, secretary of state, president of the United
States (1825-1829), and, finally, U.S. representative (the only ex-president to serve in the House). On the
basis of athorough study of Adams seventy-year diary, among a host of other documents, the author gives
us aricher account than we have yet had of JQA's life--his passionate marriage to Louisa Johnson, his
personal tragedies (two sons lost to alcoholism), his brilliant diplomacy, his recurring depression, his
exasperating behavior--and shows us why, in the end, only Abraham Lincoln's death evoked a greater
outpouring of national sorrow in nineteenth-century America. We come to see how much Adams disliked
politics and hoped for more from life than high office; how he sought distinction in literary and scientific
endeavors, and drew his greatest pleasure from being a poet, critic, trandator, essayist, botanist, and
professor of oratory at Harvard; how tension between the public and private Adams vexed hislife; and how
his frustrations kept him masked and aloof (and unpopular). Nagel's great achievement, in thisfirst
biography of Americas sixth president in a quarter century, isfinally to portray Adamsin all histalent and
complexity.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Larios:

Here thing why this kind of John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it whichis
the content is as yummy as food or not. John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou
can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are
having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A
Private Lifein e-book can be your alternate.

Kathleen Bonds;

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot
of new data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life, you are ableto tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

William K elley:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
hereis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Patricia Ramirez:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be study. John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life can be your answer since
it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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