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Friedrich Nietzsche s The Birth of Tragedy Out of the Spirit of Music, published in 1872, is not only the first
major work of the most provocative voice in modern philosophy but also the most important study of Greek
tragedy since Aristotle s Poetics. In this remarkable essay Nietzsche announces his aggressive challenge to
many of the most cherished philosophical assumptions of his own time, re-evaluates the development of
classical Greek culture, and establishes aesthetic concepts which have had a decisive influence on modern
discussions of art.The Greeks, Nietzsche argues, were in the period of their greatest achievements thoroughly
pessimistic but found in artistic creativity the only possible justification for existence. As a result of this
development they produced Greek tragedy, the noblest affirmation of human life. The later development of
Greek culture, particularly the influence of Socrates and Euripides, was not, as so many modern classicists
have maintained, the high point of Greek achievement, but a significant decline, the onset of a sickness from
which the world is still suffering (a significant symptom of which is our preoccupation with morality,
especially Christian morality and our faith in scientific scholarship).Central to Nietzsche s discussion is his
analysis of the development of Greek tragedy as the result of the inherent tension between and ultimate
reconciliation of two conflicting artistic impulses, the Apollonian and the Dionysian (corresponding to the
two sources of artistic inspiration, dreams and intoxication, the former giving rise to the plastic arts and the
latter to ecstatic visions and music). Only with the appropriate synthesis of these two drives could the highest
form of life be attained.The Birth of Tragedy received a cool reception in Nietzsche s day, especially from
the academic community, but it has since become a central document in modern aesthetics and has led to a
significant reappraisal of the nature of Classical Greek culture. The book also serves as an eloquent
introduction to the disturbing challenges Nietzsche issued to modern thinking.Ian Johnston s new translation
captures the energy, eloquence, and power of Nietzsche s unique philosophical style in this extraordinary and
influential work.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Birth of Tragedy book because this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Howard Benedict:

Often the book The Birth of Tragedy has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this
book.

Tom Tucker:

Precisely why? Because this The Birth of Tragedy is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lila Costillo:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Birth of Tragedy or maybe others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to put their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Birth of Tragedy to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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