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This book examines the coexistence of crony capitalism and traditionally democratic institutions such as
political competition and elections in Russia after the collapse of communism. The combination, Gulnaz
Sharafutdinova argues, has produced a distinct pattern of political evolution in contemporary Russia.
Elections are meant to ensure government accountability and allow voters to elect a government responsive
to their needs, but in postcommunist Russia the institutional forms of democracy did not result in the
expected outcomes. Instead, democratic institutions in the context of crony capitalism--in which informal
elite groups dominate policy making, and preferential treatment from the state, not market forces, is crucial
to amassing and holding wealth--were widely devalued and discredited.

 As Sharafutdinova demonstrates, especially through her close scrutiny of elections in two regions of Russia,
Nizhnii Novgorod and the Republic of Tatarstan, crony capitalism made elections especially intense
struggles among the elites. Massive amounts of money flowed into campaigns to promote candidates by
discrediting their rivals, money purchased candidates and power, and elites thereby solidified their control.
As a result, the majority of citizens perceived elections as the means for the elite to access power and wealth
rather than as expressions of public will. Through her detailed case studies and her analyses of contemporary
Russia in general, Sharafutdinova argues persuasively that the turn toward authoritarianism associated with
Vladimir Putin and supported by a majority of Russian citizens was a negative political response to the
interaction of electoral processes and crony capitalism.

"This is one of the most interesting and well-argued books I have read recently on the question of democracy
in Russia, and its bold thesis is likely to appeal well beyond students of Russia to the much larger number of
readers (and students) interested in general questions of democratization and problems of corruption."
--Henry Hale, George Washington University

"Gulnaz Sharafutdinova explores the development of crony capitalism in Russia, based on the contrasting
cases of Tatarstan and Nizhnii Novgorod. She argues that the corruption which accompanied the market
transition seeped over into electoral politics, and was a major factor in undermining popular support for
democratic institutions. This finding is a challenge to transition theory, which posits that democracy and
capitalism work hand in hand. Few scholars have tackled the question of exactly how and why Russian
democracy eroded as quickly as it sprang up. Sharafutdinova's book is an important contribution to that
debate." --Peter Rutland, Wesleyan University

"This well-argued and convincingly documented book will be of interest to scholars of Russian politics, and
corruption more broadly, as well as to policymakers interested in getting an overview of the logic of the
Yeltsin years and the Putin response." --Anna Grzymala-Busse, University of Michigan
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Political Consequences of Crony Capitalism
inside Russia (ND Contemporary European Politics) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jesus Reeves:

The particular book Political Consequences of Crony Capitalism inside Russia (ND Contemporary European
Politics) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Alice Billups:

Political Consequences of Crony Capitalism inside Russia (ND Contemporary European Politics) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Political Consequences of Crony Capitalism inside Russia (ND
Contemporary European Politics) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Brad Sharpe:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Political Consequences of Crony
Capitalism inside Russia (ND Contemporary European Politics) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Political
Consequences of Crony Capitalism inside Russia (ND Contemporary European Politics) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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