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In this sweeping challenge to the postmodern critiques of psychoanalysis, Joel Whitebook argues for a
reintegration of Freud's uncompromising investigation of the unconscious with the political and
philosophical insights of critical theory. Perversion and Utopia follows in the tradition of Herbert Marcuse's
Eros and Civilization and Paul Ricoeur's Freud and Philosophy. It expands on these books, however, because
of the author's remarkable grasp not only of psychoanalytic studies but also of the contemporary critical
climate; Whitebook, a philosopher and a psychoanalyst, writes with equal facility on both Habermas and
Freud.A central thesis of Perversion and Utopia is that there is an essential affinity between the utopian
impulse and the perverse impulse, in that both reflect a desire to bypass the reality principle that Freud
claimed to define the human condition. The book explores the positive and negative aspects of the
relationship between these impulses, which are ubiquitous features of human life, and the requirements of
civilized social existence.Whitebook steers a course between orthodox psychoanalytic conservatism, which
seeks simply to repress the perverse-utopian impulse in the name of social continuity and cohesion, and those
forms of Freudo-Marxism, postmodernism, and psychoanalytic feminism that advocate its direct and full
expression in the name of emancipation. While he demonstrates the limitations of the current textual
approaches to Freud, especially those influenced by Lacan, Whitebook also enlists the lessons of
psychoanalysis to counteract the excessive rationalism of the Habermasian brand of critical theory, thus
making a substantial contribution to current discussions within critical theory itself. His analysis and
interpretation of perversion, narcissism, sublimation, and ego bring new insight to these central and thorny
issues in Freud, and his discussions of Adorno, Marcuse, Castoriadis, Habermas, Ricoeur, Lacan, and others
are equally penetrating.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Perversion and
Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Perversion and
Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought)is
the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core
of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Catherine Nelson:

Typically the book Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in
Contemporary German Social Thought) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in
Contemporary German Social Thought) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gerard Pucci:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary
German Social Thought) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to.
The Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German
Social Thought) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Patsy Locke:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Perversion and Utopia: Studies in
Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) as well as others



sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Perversion and
Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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