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The dawn of humanism in the Renai ssance presented privileged women with great opportunities for personal
and intellectual growth. Sexual and social roles still determined the extent to which awoman could pursue
education and intellectual accomplishment, but it was possible through the composition of poetry or prose to
temporarily offset hierarchies of gender, to become equal to men in the act of creation.

Edited by Katharina M. Wilson, this anthology introduces the works of twenty-five women writers of the
Renaissance and Reformation, among them Marie Dentiere, a Swiss evangelical reformer whose writings
were so successful they were banned during her lifetime; Gaspara Stampa, a cultivated courtesan of Venetian
aristocratic circles who wrote lyric poetry that has earned her comparisons to Michelangelo and Tasso;
Hélisenne de Crenne, a French aristocrat who embodied the true spirit of the Renaissance feminist, writing
both as novelist and as champion of her sex; Helene Kottanner, Austrian chambermaid to Queen Elizabeth of
Hungary whose memoirs recall her daring theft of the Holy Crown of Saint Stephen for her esteemed
mistress, and Lady Mary Sidney Wroth, the first Englishwoman known to write a full-length work of fiction
and compose a significant body of secular poetry.

Offering a seldom seen counterpoint to literature written by men, Women Writers of the Renaissance and
Reformation presents prose and poetry that have never before appeared in English, as well as writings that
have rarely been available to the nonspecialist. The women whose writings are included here are united by a
keen awareness of the social limitations placed upon their creative potential, of the strained relationship
between their gender and their work. This concern invests their writings with a distinctive voice—one that
carries the echoes of a male aesthetic while boldly declaring battle against it.
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From reader reviews:
Bill Kelly:

The knowledge that you get from Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation will be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, bothin
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Women Writers of the Renaissance and
Reformation instantly.

Mildred Bostwick:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Women Writers of the Renaissance and
Reformation as your daily resource information.

Gerald Wright:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Women Writers of the Renaissance and
Reformation is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
guicker to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kathleen Jones:

Y ou can find this Women Writers of the Renaissance and Reformation by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
thisreserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern erajust like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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