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The Spirit of Laws is one of the most influential books of all time. This masterpiece of political philosophy
was widely read throughout Europe, attracted an especially enthusiastic readership in England, and had a
profound effect on the framers of the American Constitution. Montesquieu (1689-1755), already famous and
controversial through his Persian Letters, a work of his youth in which he humorously satirized the foibles of
French society, turned in his later years to this serious treatise on the nature of law. But though the subject
itself was profound, this gravitas did not inhibit the famous Montesquieu wit. Master of the pithy bon mot, he
managed to survey a great deal of political and philosophical territory while keeping his readers charmed
with memorable and artfully turned phrases. "Liberty," he says, "consists in the ability to do what one ought
to desire and in not being forced to do what one ought not to desire." Concerning the unpopularity of the
English in France, he says it is due to their arrogance, which is such that even in peace "they seem to
negotiate with none but enemies."

The scope of this masterful work is truly prodigious. Montesquieu explores the essentials of good
government; compares and contrasts despotism, monarchy, and democracy; and discusses the factors that
lead to corruption of governments. Among the many other topics considered are education of the citizenry,
crime and punishment, abuse of power and of liberty, individual rights, taxation, slavery, the role of women,
the influence of climate on the temper of a people and their form of government, commerce, religion, and a
host of additional subjects.

The Spirit of Laws is essential and genuinely enjoyable reading for anyone interested in the development of
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues
(Prometheus)) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Mavis Strain:

The reserve untitled The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) is the book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues
(Prometheus)) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Brian Rankins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary
Issues (Prometheus)) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) become
your current starter.

Ester Beckles:

The book untitled The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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