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In Dark Age Bodies Lynda L. Coon reconstructs the gender ideology of monastic masculinity through an
investigation of early medieval readings of the body. Focusing on the Carolingian era, Coon evaluates the
ritual and liturgical performances of monastic bodies within the imaginative landscapes of same-sex ascetic
communities in northern Europe. She demonstrates how the priestly body plays a significant role in shaping
major aspects of Carolingian history, such as the revival of classicism, movements for clerical reform, and
church-state relations. In the political realm, Carolingian churchmen consistently exploited monastic
constructions of gender to assert the power of the monastery. Stressing the superior qualities of priestly
virility, clerical elites forged a model of gender that sought to feminize lay male bodies through a variety of
textual, ritual, and spatial means.

Focusing on three central themes—the body, architecture, and ritual practice—the book draws from a variety
of visual and textual materials, including poetry, grammar manuals, rhetorical treatises, biblical exegesis,
monastic regulations, hagiographies, illuminated manuscripts, building plans, and cloister design.
Interdisciplinary in scope, Dark Age Bodies brings together scholarship in architectural history and cultural
anthropology with recent works in religion, classics, and gender to present a significant reconsideration of
Carolingian culture.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Dark Age Bodies: Gender and Monastic Practice in the Early Medieval
West (The Middle Ages Series) as your daily resource information.

David Lau:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Dark Age Bodies: Gender
and Monastic Practice in the Early Medieval West (The Middle Ages Series).

Irene Allen:

The book untitled Dark Age Bodies: Gender and Monastic Practice in the Early Medieval West (The Middle
Ages Series) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Robert Lewis:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dark Age Bodies:
Gender and Monastic Practice in the Early Medieval West (The Middle Ages Series) can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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