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As Christians become more engaged with the reality of religious pluralism, many find themselves torn
between two worthy goals: to be faithful to the lordship of Jesus Christ, and to be open generously to
possible truths found in other religions. "The First and the Last" offers a constructive way forward, showing
how Christian theology can bring these two goals together.This is a challenging and important book. At stake
in the current debate over religious pluralism is the issue, not only of evangelism and mission, but also of the
Christian claim to the uniqueness of Jesus Christ. George Sumner leads readers through both the challenges
and possibilities raised by this debate, and he outlines a distinctive new method for assessing from a
Christian standpoint the claims and practices of neighboring faiths.The crux of Sumnerbs approach is a
position he calls bfinal primacy, b a position that (1) sets non-Christian religions in relation to the unique
mediating role of Jesus Christ, and (2) relates their truth claims to the overall scheme of grace. Sumner
shows the effectiveness of this position in practical terms, using final primacy as a frame of reference for a
number of twentieth-century theologies, namely those of Barth, Rahner, and Pannenberg, and as a way of
examining both Indian and African theologies against their respective backgrounds of Hinduism and tribal
practices.Additionally, the book serves as an excellent introduction to the history of interfaith thought.
Sumner surveys the ways religious pluralism has been handled in the past, including its treatment in the
Enlightenment period in the work of figures like Schleiermacher, Lessing, Smart, and Konstantine.
Sumnerends his work by facing head on the difficult question of bdialogue.b Final primacy, he says,
redefines the mean of dialogue even as it promotes it, and he tells how in most thought-provoking terms.Both
provocative and stimulating, "The First and the Last" provides valuable reading for anyone interested in
theology, interfaith dialogue, and missions.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The First and the Last: The
Claim of Jesus Christ and the Claims of Other Religious Traditions is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Brandon Inouye:

Typically the book The First and the Last: The Claim of Jesus Christ and the Claims of Other Religious
Traditions will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The
book The First and the Last: The Claim of Jesus Christ and the Claims of Other Religious Traditions is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Carol Smith:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is The First and the Last: The Claim of Jesus Christ and the Claims of Other
Religious Traditions.

Chris Wolf:

This The First and the Last: The Claim of Jesus Christ and the Claims of Other Religious Traditions is
completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this The First and the Last: The Claim of Jesus Christ and the Claims of Other
Religious Traditions can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy
to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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