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In the midst of the Great Depression, the Federal Writer’s Project assigned field workersto interview ex-
slaves. More than 2,000 former slaves contributed their personal accounts and opinions, and their oral
histories were deposited in the Library of Congress.

The former slaves describe the clothes they wore, the food they ate, the houses they lived in, the type of work
they did, and the treatment they received. They tell their impressions of Y ankee soldiers, the Klan, their
masters, and their newfound freedom.

Because the interviews were conducted during the Great Depression, some of the narratives provide insights
that are at times surprising. These interviews have preserved a valuable source of information about the
ingtitution of slavery in the United States and the effect it had on the people involved.

“One day Grandpappy sassed Miss Polly White, and she told him that if he didn’t behave hisself that she
would put him in her pocket. Grandpappy was a big man, and | ask him how Miss Polly could do that. He
said she meant that she would sell him, then put the money in her pocket. He never did sass Miss Polly no
more.”

—Sarah Debro

“Slavery was a bad thing, and freedom, of the kind we got, with nothing to live on, was bad. Two snakes full
of poison. One lying with his head pointing north, the other with his head pointing south. Their names was
slavery and freedom. The snake called davery lay with his head pointed south, and the snake called freedom
lay with his head pointed north. Both bit the nigger, and they was both bad.”

—Patsy Mitchner

These eloguent words come from former dlaves themselves—an important but long-neglected source of
information about the ingtitution of slavery in the United States. Who could better describe what slavery was
like than the people who experienced it? And describe it they did, in thousands of remarkable interviews
sponsored by the Federal Writers' Project during the 1930s.

The words quoted above represent only two of the more than 2,000 slave narratives that are now housed in
the Library of Congress. More than 170 interviews were conducted in North Carolina. Belinda Hurmence
pored over each of the North Carolina narratives, compiling and editing 21 of the first-person accounts for
this collection.

These narratives, though artlessin many ways, speak compellingly of the joys and sorrows, the hopes and
dreams, of the countless people who endured human bondage in the land of the free.
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From reader reviews:
Abdl Mulholland:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their sparetimeto take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called My Folks Don't
Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Red
History)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Nicole Dilbeck:

Why? Because this My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North
Carolina (Real Voices, Real History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book
possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hesitate
having that book? If | were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Maria Kim:

My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real
Voices, Real History) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing My Folks Don't Want Me To Tak About Slavery: Persona
Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real History) although doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia thinking.

Josefina Roundtree:

Beside thiskind of My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North
Carolina (Real Voices, Real History) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got hereis fresh from oven so don't
always beworry if you feel like an old people livein narrow commune. It is good thing to have My Folks
Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real
History) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but



you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book aswell as read it from currently!
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