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This is a study in failed colonialism and an evocative exploration of a number of questions that go to the
heart of explaining the tragedy that engulfed Vietnam in the postwar era. Drawing upon a wide range of
archival sources that have only recently become available, Scott McCon-nell examines the causes and
consequences of the Vietnamese student migration to France after World War I.

When the student exodus from Vietnam began, a victorious France was more conscious and proud of its
status as an imperial power than ever before. It commanded the loyalty of many of its subjects: during World
War I, hundreds of thousands of soldiers from the colonies had served France in the trenches, and afterwards
many came to study in French schools and universities. But some of the leading figures among them learned
not to appreciate French values, but to have contempt for them, and they sought to turn the knowledge they
had gained in France against French rule.

How did this occur? Why did so many Vietnamese who came to France during the Stalin era join the
Communist movement? Why was the Communist party so much more successful than other parties in
recruiting Vietnamese students? And why were the Vietnamese so much more receptive to the Communist
message than students from other French colonies? McConnell believes the answers lie in the kinds of
experiences that young Vietnamese had when they came to France. He shows that the French government's
policies uere inconsistent and ineffectual, and French attitudes toward these young men changed from pride
to hostility as they began to seem less the flowering of the French imperial idea than an ungrateful cadre of
rebels.

Leftward Journey records the birth of "Third World" politics on the Parisian Left Bank, and shows how its
first echoes fed into allegiance to communism. The book vividly portrays the superior energy and sense of
direction of the French Communist party during the thirties, and shows how the Communists outdid their
socialist and bourgeois rivals in winning Vietnamese recruits. As a contribution to Vietnamese history, this
book will be of intense interest to professional scholars. Students and teachers of twentieth-century European
colonialism will also find it useful. It provides important background to American intervention in Vietnam
and to those who are interested in Third World Communist and nationalist movements.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

This Leftward Journey: The Education of Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939 book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That Leftward Journey: The Education of Vietnamese
Students in France 1919-1939 without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Leftward Journey: The Education of Vietnamese Students in
France 1919-1939 can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Leftward Journey: The Education of
Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939 having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Luis Martin:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Leftward
Journey: The Education of Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939 suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Leftward Journey: The Education of
Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939is one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Simona Vela:

The actual book Leftward Journey: The Education of Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939 will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Leftward Journey: The
Education of Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939 is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Dolores Crook:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Leftward Journey: The Education
of Vietnamese Students in France 1919-1939 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to



start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Leftward Journey: The Education of Vietnamese
Students in France 1919-1939 become your own personal starter.
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