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With the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade in 1808, many African Americans began calling for "a day
of publick thanksgiving" to commemorate this important step toward freedom. During the ensuing century,
black leaders built on this foundation and constructed a distinctive and vibrant tradition through their
celebrations of the end of slavery in New York State, the British West Indies, and eventually the United
States as a whole. In this revealing study, Mitch Kachun explores the multiple functions and contested
meanings surrounding African American emancipation celebrations from the abolition of the slave trade to
the fiftieth anniversary of U.S. emancipation.

Excluded from July Fourth and other American nationalist rituals for most of this period, black activists used
these festivals of freedom to encourage community building and race uplift. Kachun demonstrates that, even
as these annual rituals helped define African Americans as a people by fostering a sense of shared history,
heritage, and identity, they were also sites of ambiguity and conflict. Freedom celebrations served as
occasions for debate over black representations in the public sphere, struggles for group leadership, and
contests over collective memory and its meaning.

Based on extensive research in African American newspapers and oration texts, this book retraces a vital if
often overlooked tradition in African American political culture and addresses important issues about black
participation in the public sphere. By illuminating the origins of black Americans' public commemorations, it
also helps explain why there have been increasing calls in recent years to make the "Juneteenth" observance
of emancipation an American -- not just an African American -- day of commemoration.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Festivals of
Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915, you are able
to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Walter Goodwin:

Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-
1915 although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial considering.

Barbara Tucker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Festivals of Freedom: Memory and
Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 reserve written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still doubt Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation
Celebrations, 1808-1915 as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that
can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Mary Hopkins:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just seeking the Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American



Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 when you desired it?
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