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On August 20, 1968, tens of thousands of Soviet and East European ground and air forces moved into
Czechoslovakia and occupied the country in an attempt to end the 'Prague Spring' reforms and restore an
orthodox Communist regime. The leader of the Soviet Communist Party, Leonid Brezhnev, was initially
reluctant to use military force and tried to pressure his counterpart in Czechoslovakia, Alexander Dubcek, to
crack down. But during the summer of 1968, after several months of careful deliberations, the Soviet
Politburo finally decide that military force was the only option left. A large invading force of Soviet, Polish,
Hungarian, and Bulgarian troops received final orders to move into Czechoslovakia; within 24 hours they
had established complete military control of Czechoslovakia, bringing an end to hopes for 'socialism with a
human face.' Dubcek and most of the other Czechoslovak reformers were temporarily restored to power, but
their role from late August 1968 through April 1969 was to reverse many of the reforms that had been
adopted. In April 1969, Dubchek was forced to step down for good, bringing a final end to the Prague
Spring. Soviet leaders justified the invasion of Czechoslovakia by claiming that 'the fate of any socialist
country is the common affair of all socialist countries' and that the Soviet Union had both a 'right' and a
'sacred duty' to 'defend socialism' in Czechoslovakia. The invasion caused some divisions within the
Communist world, but overall the use of large-scale force proved remarkably successful in achieving Soviet
goals. The United States and its NATO allies protested but refrained from direct military action and covert
operations to counter the Soviet-led incursion into Czechoslovakia. The essays of a dozen leading European
and American Cold War historians analyze this turning point in the Cold War in light of new documentary
evidence from the archives of two dozen countries and explain what happened behind the scenes. They also
reassess the weak response of the United States and consider whether Washington might have given a 'green
light,' if only inadvertently, to the Soviet Union prior to the invasion.
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in
1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series).

Owen Bourne:

The book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact
Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion
of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Paula Salas:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Ronda Tollison:

Beside that The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold
War Studies Book Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you



feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Prague Spring and the
Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!
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