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In The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov, acclaimed journalist and author Peter Pringle recreates the extraordinary
life and tragic end of one of the great scientists of the twentieth century. In a drama of love, revolution, and
war that rivals Pasternak's Dr. Zhivago, Pringle tells the story of a young Russian scientist, Nikolai Vavilov,
who had a dream of ending hunger and famine in the world. Vavilov's plan would use the emerging science
of genetics to breed super plants that could grow anywhere, in any climate, in sandy deserts and freezing
tundra, in drought and flood. He would launch botanical expeditions to find these vanishing genes,
overlooked by early farmers ignorant of Mendel's laws of heredity. He called it a "mission for all humanity".
To the leaders of the young Soviet state, Vavilov's dream fitted perfectly into their larger scheme for a
socialist utopia. Lenin supported the adventurous Vavilov, a handsome and seductive young professor, as he
became an Indiana Jones, hunting lost botanical treasures on five continents. In a former tsarist palace in
what is now St. Petersburg, Vavilov built the world's first seed bank, a quarter of a million specimens, a
magnificent living museum of plant diversity that was the envy of scientists everywhere and remains so
today. But when Lenin died in 1924 and Stalin took over, Vavilov's dream turned into a nightmare. This son
of science was from a bourgeois background, the class of society most despised and distrusted by the
Bolsheviks. The new cadres of comrade scientists taunted and insulted him, and Stalin's dreaded secret
police built up false charges of sabotage and espionage. Stalin's collectivization of farmland caused chaos in
Soviet food production, and millions died in widespread famine. Vavilov's master plan for improving Soviet
crops was designed to work over decades, not a few years, and he could not meet Stalin's impossible
demands for immediate results.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Reader:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution
of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The
Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Jenifer Bell:

The feeling that you get from The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of
the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century may be the more deep you digging the information that hide
inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great
Scientists of the Twentieth Century giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Murder of
Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century
instantly.

Jeanie Hynes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great
Scientists of the Twentieth Century, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Blake Darden:

Precisely why? Because this The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the



Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.
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