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How reliable are all those stories about the number of Eskimo words for snow? How can lamps, flags, and
parrots be libelous? How might Star Trek's Commander Spock react to Noam Chomsky's theories of
language? These and many other odd questions are typical topics in this collection of essays that present an
occasionally zany, often wry, but always fascinating look at language and the people who study it.

Geoffrey K. Pullum's writings began as columns in Natural Language and Linguistic Theory in 1983. For six
years, in almost every issue, under the banner "TOPIC. . .COMMENT," he published a captivating mélange
of commentary, criticism, satire, whimsy, and fiction. Those columns are reproduced here—almost exactly
as his friends and colleagues originally warned him not to publish them—along with new material including
a foreword by James D. McCawley, a prologue, and a new introduction to each of these clever pieces.
Whether making a sneak attack on some sacred cow, delivering a tongue-in-cheek protest against current
standards, or supplying a caustic review of some recent development, Pullum remains in touch with serious
concerns about language and society. At the same time, he reminds the reader not to take linguistics too
seriously all of the time.

Pullum will take you on an excursion into the wild and untamed fringes of linguistics. Among the unusual
encounters in store are a conversation between Star Trek's Commander Spock and three real earth linguists,
the strange tale of the author's imprisonment for embezzling funds from the Campaign for Typographical
Freedom, a harrowing account of a day in the research life of four unhappy grammarians, and the true story
of how a monograph on syntax was suppressed because the examples were judged to be libelous. You will
also find a volley of humorous broadsides aimed at dishonest attributional practices, meddlesome copy
editors, mathematical incompetence, and "cracker-barrel philosophy of science." These learned and witty
pieces will delight anyone who is fascinated by the quirks of language and linguists.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gillon:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Great Eskimo Vocabulary
Hoax and Other Irreverent Essays on the Study of Language book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Chad Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Great Eskimo Vocabulary Hoax
and Other Irreverent Essays on the Study of Language book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

David McClure:

The reserve untitled The Great Eskimo Vocabulary Hoax and Other Irreverent Essays on the Study of
Language is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Great Eskimo Vocabulary Hoax and Other
Irreverent Essays on the Study of Language from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ruth Vazquez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Great Eskimo Vocabulary Hoax
and Other Irreverent Essays on the Study of Language, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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