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Late on the night of August 14, 1944, after along night of drinking at the West End bar in Manhattan’ s upper
west side, a Columbia student named Lucien Carr -- the unusually handsome and engaging young man who
introduced Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg and William Burroughs -- entered Riverside Park with his former
boy scout master, David Kammerer. There, Lucien killed David and dumped his body in the Hudson River.

Though it could not be known at the time, this murder would prove to be a seminal event in the creation of
the Beat Generation.

Today, Lucien Carr islargely forgotten to history. In historical retrospect, it is obvious that Carr’s murder of
Kammerer was an immensely significant moment in the formation of the leading Beat writers, Kerouac,
Ginsberg and Burroughs, all of whom wrote about the murder. In many ways, the murder can be viewed as
the moment of creation of the Beats.

But Lucien’s contribution to shaping the Beat extends far beyond his tragic act. Lucien was an intellectually
precocious, and exceedingly well-read youth. He had arrived at Columbiawith his*New Vision’ philosophy
largely developed. He not only introduced the seminal Beats, but often led their discussions. He was the
center of this circle of friends who would become greatly influential socia, literary and artistic leaders of
American culture in the decades to come.

‘My Darling Killer’ is much more than a simple recounting of the murder and the eventsthat led up to it.
Using the examples of 19th century French poet Arthur Rimbaud, Fyodr Dostoevsky’s Crime and
Punishment, and the classic French film, La Grande Illusion -- all of which had influenced Carr and his
‘New Vision', thisliterary history attempts to identify precisely what impact Carr had on the Beats.

This quick and easy-to-read book is extensively researched and footnoted. My Darling Killer features
extensive excerpts from the private letters, journals and writings of Ginsberg, K erouac, Burroughs and
others. The author spent weeks combing through the Beat archives at the New Y ork Public Library Berg
Coallection, and the Columbia University Library Rare Book and Manuscript Collection, and interviewing
scholars including John Tytell and Aaron Latham to create this unique literary history.
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From reader reviews:
Alyssa Cox:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book My Darling Killer: How Lucien Carr
Introduced Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg & William Burroughs, Killed David Kammerer, and Shaped the
Beat Generation will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Herman Hernandez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject My Darling
Killer: How Lucien Carr Introduced Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg & William Burroughs, Killed David
Kammerer, and Shaped the Beat Generation suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The book untitled My Darling Killer: How Lucien Carr Introduced Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg &
William Burroughs, Killed David Kammerer, and Shaped the Beat Generationis the main of several books
this everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
ideain the simple way, so al of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will giveyou a
lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Karin Eubanks:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several waysto
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this My Darling Killer: How Lucien Carr Introduced Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg
& William Burroughs, Killed David Kammerer, and Shaped the Beat Generation, you may tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
ae-book.

Kely Mays:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,



aswell as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading areserve. The book My Darling Killer: How Lucien Carr Introduced Jack Kerouac, Allen
Ginsberg & William Burroughs, Killed David Kammerer, and Shaped the Beat Generation it is rather good
toread. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.
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