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From the eighteenth century until the 1950s, the British Empire was the largest and most far-flung political
entity in the world, holding sway at one time over one fifth of the world's population. The territories forming
this colossus ranged from tiny islands to vast segments of the world's major continental land masses, and
included Australia, South Africa, India, and Canada. This vast empire left its mark on the world in a
multitude of ways, many of them permanent.

In this Very Short Introduction, Ashley Jackson introduces and defines the British Empire, shedding light on
a series of key questions, reviewing how it evolved into such a force, and looking at the legacy it left behind.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this The British Empire: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions).

Lonnie Fazio:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the
book. One of them is this The British Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Dawn Dustin:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The British Empire: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Coralee Lowe:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The British Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will give



you a new experience in looking at a book.
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