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The Bibleis one of the world's great literary masterpieces and, increasingly, literary scholars aswell as
general readers have enthusiastically joined the ranks of the religious orthodox in reading it. Robert Alter,
who has long been in the vanguard of this movement, reflects on the paradoxes inherent in considering this
great religious work as literature. This book builds on, and in some cases takes issues with, the new wave of
literary and bibilical studiesto reexamine the elusive, endlesdly fascinating texts that have nourished our
culture for millenia. While most other books, including Alter's own earlier work, have been devoted to an
analysis of the formal poetry and narrative properties of biblical literature, in this book Alter steps back from
the analytical catagoriesto reflect on the general nature of biblical literature. How is one to account for the
presence of an impulse as playful and as potentially subversive asliterary creation in abody of texts so
dedicated to religious purposes? What is the relation between literary imagination and religious valuesin the
Bible? In what waysis the bible distinctive as a body of literature. Are there lines of continuity between
biblical literature and literature written later and elsewhere? In grappling with these questions, Alter draws
on specific examples to make the theoretical issues concrete and intelligible.
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From reader reviews:
Joshua Arwood:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y es, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
gpare time to take awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The
World of Biblical Literature? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Jennifer Williams:

This book untitled The World of Biblical Literature to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Jacob Brown:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their |eisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The World of Biblical Literature can be very good book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Jason Buckley:

That book can make you to fedl relax. That book The World of Biblical Literature was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The World of Biblical Literature has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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