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This critical bibliography of museum studies comprises an organized collection of essays on the various
types of museums--art, natural history, history, science and technology, and folk--and on general aspects--
collections, education, exhibitions, etc.--that cut across the media. Most of the essays are cogent, substantial
if not comprehensive, and clear. The editor has taken care to see that they follow a similar format of
historical essay followed by a full bibliography of items discussed.

Library Journal

As the number of museums in the United States has grown to more than 6500 in this century, the museum
profession has experienced similar growth. In addition to academic training and accreditation programs in
the field, an expanding body of literature on museum history, philosophy, and functions has evolved, little of
which has received the critical attention it deserves. This reference volume serves as an up-to-date guide to
this wealth of literature, identifying and evaluating works that introduce the general reader, the museum
studies student, and the beginning professional to the history, philosophy, and functions of museums.

The volume presents a series of informative, historical outlines and critical bibliographic essays on all
aspects of museum history, philosophy, and functions. Contributors treat such subjects as art museums,
natural history museums, science and technology museums, history museums, collections, exhibition,
education and interpretation, and the public and museums. Each chapter consists of an introductory historical
narrative, a survey of sources, and a bibliographic checklist that contains cited and additional sources. A set
of appendices include a geographically organized bibliography of museum directories, a guide to archives
and special collections, and a selective list of museum-related periodicals. The book concludes with a
comprehensive general subject index. This work will be an important reference tool for museum
professionals and cultural historians, as well as for courses in museum studies. It will also be a valuable
addition to both academic and public libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Chuck Deschenes:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Museum: A Reference Guide. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book
The Museum: A Reference Guide. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Virgie Tauber:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Museum: A Reference Guide provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Rex Pelkey:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Museum:
A Reference Guide which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Larry Luis:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Museum: A Reference Guide can be
the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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