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The publication in 1965 of For Marx and Reading Capital established Louis Althusser as one of the most
original and controversial figures in the Western Marxist tradition; a thinker whose renewal of Marxism was
to enjoy great influence over the next decade.

Collected here are Althusser’s most significant philosophical writings from 1965 to 1978; the majority
previously untranslated. Intended to contribute, in his own words, to a “left-wing critique of Stalinism that
would help put some substance back into the revolutionary project here in the West,” they are the record of a
shared history. At the same time they chart Althusser’s critique of the theoretical system unveiled in his own
major works, and his developing practice of philosophy as a “revolutionary weapon.”

The collection opens with two lucid early articles—“Theory, Theoretical Practice and Theoretical
Formation” and “On Theoretical Work.” The title piece—Althusser’s celebrated lectures in the “Philosophy
Course for Scientists”—is the fullest exploration of his new definition of philosophy as politics in the realm
of theory; a conception which is further developed in “Lenin and Philosophy.” “Is it Simple to be a Marxist
in Philosophy?” provides an invaluable account of Althusser’s intellectual development. The volume
concludes with two little-known late pieces—“The Transformation of Philosophy,” in which the paradoxical
history of Marxist philosophy is investigated; and “Marxism Today,” a sober balance-sheet of the Marxist
tradition.

Attesting to the unique place which Althusser has occupied in modern intellectual history—between a
tradition of Marxism which he sought to reconstruct, and a “post-Marxism” which has eclipsed its
predecessor—these texts are indispensable reading.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Louviere:

In other case, little persons like to read book Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists
(Radical Thinkers). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important any book Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers). You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Jack Godina:

The actual book Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) will bring
one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Philosophy and the
Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Coleen Isabel:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Justin Davis:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this book Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers). You can more
attractive than now.
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