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Three plays from Aristophanes, the master of Ancient Greek comedy

Marrying deft social commentary to a rich, earthy comedy, the three comedies collected in Aristophanes' The
Frogs and Other Plays offers a unique insight into one of the most turbulent periods in Ancient Greek
history. The master of ancient Greek comic drama, Aristophanes combined slapstick, humour and cheerful
vulgarity with acute political observations. In The Frogs, written during the Peloponnesian War, Dionysus
descends to the Underworld to bring back a poet who can help Athens in its darkest hour, and stages a great
debate to help him decide between the traditional wisdom of Aeschylus and the brilliant modernity of
Euripides. The clash of generations and values is also the object of Aristophanes' satire in Wasps, in which
an old-fashioned father and his loose-living son come to blows and end up in court. And in Women at the
Thesmophoria, the famous Greek tragedian Euripides, accused of misogyny, persuades a relative to infiltrate
an all-women festival to find out whether revenge is being plotted against him.

Shomit Dutta's introduction discusses Aristophanes' life, the cultural context of his work and conventions of
Greek comedy. This updated version of David Barrett's translation also includes extensive notes and a
preface for each play. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garrison:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Frogs and Other Plays (Penguin
Classics) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Pat Swartz:

Often the book Frogs and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Frogs and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Virginia McNally:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go through. Frogs and
Other Plays (Penguin Classics) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.

Gary Williams:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Frogs and Other Plays (Penguin Classics) can make you experience more interested to read.
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