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During the late nineteenth century, Republicans struggled to reinvent America in the wake of civil war-and
were consumed by the question of how the South should fit within the reconstituted Union. But the unity that
Republicans had shown during the war was far from evident in facing this new challenge.

Conceiving a New Republic examines the Republicans' ideological struggle, focusing on how party
thought—particularly concerning the concept of republicanism—determined the contours of that effort and
was in turn shaped by it. In relating how Republicans strove to fashion a new democratic polity in the face of
fierce southern opposition, Charles Calhoun focuses on what they thought about their actions, particularly
their beliefs about the meaning and nature of the American Republic.

Calhoun revolutionizes our understanding of this era by showing that although it eventually failed in its lofty
purpose, the party set out to reconstruct a nation that would abide by the promises of the Declaration of
Independence. While earlier scholars have blamed Republicans for not being more steadfast advocates for
blacks, Calhoun shows that southern Democrats so strongly resisted the breakdown of white supremacy that
Republicans ultimately could not prevail. He assesses their actions in the election of 1876 and the ensuing
electoral crisis less as an abandonment of black rights than as an effort to salvage as much of the republican
experiment as possible. He also examines their struggle to revive the experiment with the Lodge Federal
Elections bill of 1890-the last serious attempt at civil rights legislation until the 1950s.

Offering new insights into Presidents Grant, Hayes, Harrison, and McKinley, Calhoun shows that even
before the latter's administration had begun, a confluence of forces had conspired to defeat the Republicans'
attempt to create a new Republic. He spells out the reasons why Republicans, defeated by southern and
Democratic intransigence, ultimately abandoned the effort to remake the Republic and found ways to
accommodate themselves intellectually and morally to the failure of their earlier ideals.

In showing how Republican leaders envisioned nothing less than an essential reordering of the Republic,
Conceiving a New Republic offers a bold reinterpretation of the Gilded Age that reflects a deep
understanding of the period and its issues.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Conceiving a New Republic: The
Republican Party and the Southern Question, 1869-1900 (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Jesse Reid:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Conceiving a New Republic: The Republican
Party and the Southern Question, 1869-1900 (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is
simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Lyman Johnson:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Conceiving a New Republic: The Republican Party and the Southern Question, 1869-1900
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Conceiving a New Republic:
The Republican Party and the Southern Question, 1869-1900 (American Political Thought (University Press
of Kansas)). You can more desirable than now.

Warren Cruz:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Conceiving a New Republic: The Republican Party and the Southern Question, 1869-1900 (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) when you essential it?
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