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During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, natural and social scientists began comparing certain
insects to human social organization. Entomologists theorized that social insects -- such as ants, bees, wasps,
and termites -- organize themselves into highly specialized, hierarchical divisions of labor. Using a distinctly
human vocabulary that reflected the dominant social structure of the time, they described insects as queens,
workers, and soldiers and categorized their behaviors with words like marriage, slavery, farming, and
factories. At the same time, sociologists working to develop a model for human organization compared
people to insects, relying on the same premise that humans arrange themselves hierarchically. In Debugging
the Link between Social Theory and Social Insects, Diane M. Rodgers explains how these co-constructed
theories reinforced one another, thereby naturalizing Western conceptions of race, class, and gender as they
gained prominence in popular culture and the scientific world.

Using a critical science studies perspective not previously applied to research on social insect symbolism,
Rodgers attempts to "debug" this theoretical co-construction. She provides sufficient background
information to accommodate readers unfamiliar with entomology -- including in-depth explanations of the
terms used in the research and discussion of social insects, particularly the insect sociality scale. The entire
premise of sociality for insects depends on a dominant understanding of high/low civilization standards --
particularly the tenets of a specialized division of labor and hierarchy -- comparisons that appear to be
informed by nineteenth-century colonial thought. Placing these theories in a historical and cross-cultural
context, Rodgers explains why hierarchical ideas gained prominence, despite the existence of opposing
theories in the literature, and how they resulted in an inhibiting vocabulary that relies more heavily on
metaphors than on description.

Such analysis is necessary, Rodgers argues, because it sheds light both on newly proposed scientific models
and on future changes in human social structures. Contemporary scientists have begun to challenge the
traditional understanding of insect social organization and to propose new interdisciplinary models that
combine ideas about social insect and human organizational structure with computer technologies. Without a
thorough understanding of how the old models came about, residual language and embedded assumptions
may remain and continue to reinforce hierarchical social constructions.

This intriguing interdisciplinary book makes an important contribution to the history -- and future -- of
science and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Debugging the Link between Social Theory and Social
Insects as the daily resource information.

Daniel Hartung:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
reserve. The book Debugging the Link between Social Theory and Social Insects it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Sherry Holsey:

Debugging the Link between Social Theory and Social Insects can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Debugging the Link between Social Theory and Social Insects however doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

David Moore:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Debugging the Link between Social
Theory and Social Insects can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book
you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Debugging the Link
between Social Theory and Social Insects.
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