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The matter of meaning, for painter and viewer alike, is crucial to this book, a deeply felt and richly
considered attempt to come to terms with one of the most challenging artists of our day. An illuminating look
at an enigmatic painter, Figuring Jasper Johns also provides a way of approaching American art of the 1950s
and 1960s. Fred Orton's reading of John's oeuvre focuses on three key works - Untitled (1972), Flag (1954-
55), and Painted Bronze (1960). Adroitly combining formal theoretical analyses and historical reflection,
Orton explores each painting until the distinction between "picture" and "context" dissolves and his subject
appears in a wholly new frame. Here we see how Johns's work makes use of the modernist opposition
between surface and subject, how it manifests both relatively private and relatively public meanings, and
how it develops a self-consciously figurative visual language. With reference to ideas in contemporary
critical theory, Orton considers Johns's work as allegory and assesses the value and effect of doing so. A
practical demonstration of how theory can work to generate new interpretations and unsettle old ones (some
of them the product of Johns's own mythologizing), this book offers the clearest and most penetrating picture
yet of Jasper Johns and in the process contributes considerably to the continuing rethinking of art history.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Figuring Jasper
Johns (Essays in Art & Culture). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Dianne Tripp:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Figuring Jasper Johns (Essays in Art
& Culture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Johnny Rogowski:

The particular book Figuring Jasper Johns (Essays in Art & Culture) will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study,
this book very ideal to you. The book Figuring Jasper Johns (Essays in Art & Culture) is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Stuart Rosado:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Figuring Jasper Johns (Essays in Art & Culture) this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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