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Despite today's historically low maternal and infant mortality rates in the United States, labor continues to
evoke fear among American women. Rather than embrace the natural childbirth methods promoted in the
1970s, most women welcome epidural anesthesia and even Cesarean deliveries. In Deliver Me from Pain,
Jacqueline H. Wolf asks how a treatment such as obstetric anesthesia, even when it historically posed serious
risk to mothers and newborns, paradoxically came to assuage women's anxiety about birth.

Each chapter begins with the story of a birth, dramatically illustrating the unique practices of the era being
examined. Deliver Me from Pain covers the development and use of anesthesia from ether and chloroform in
the mid-nineteenth century; to amnesiacs, barbiturates, narcotics, opioids, tranquilizers, saddle blocks,
spinals, and gas during the mid-twentieth century; to epidural anesthesia today.

Labor pain is not merely a physiological response, but a phenomenon that mothers and physicians perceive
through a historical, social, and cultural lens. Wolf examines these influences and argues that medical and
lay views of labor pain and the concomitant acceptance of obstetric anesthesia have had a ripple effect,
creating the conditions for acceptance of other, often unnecessary, and sometimes risky obstetric treatments:
forceps, the chemical induction and augmentation of labor, episiotomy, electronic fetal monitoring, and
Cesarean section.

As American women make decisions about anesthesia today, Deliver Me from Pain offers them insight into
how women made this choice in the past and why each generation of mothers has made dramatically
different decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Antoine:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Deliver
Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America.

Sam Hasse:

The book Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Ok Lord:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America this reserve consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Angie Blakney:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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