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Clues to the meaning of many of the masterpieces of art history lie in a rich system of symbols, themes, and
motifs that often eludes modern museum-goers. The intimate knowledge of Christian theology, Greek and
Roman mythology, and folklore that was so vivid in the minds of viewers during the Renaissance is rarely
part of the preparation the contemporary viewer brings to a painting. This insightful, anecdotal, portable
book-with 1,000 gorgeous color illustrations-helps to fill in those gaps by decoding the imagery of more than
150 of the most influential and admired artworks of all time.

Covering the works of the Italian, Netherlandish, German, and Spanish Old Masters, from 1450 to 1750-
paintings by artists such as Giotto, Botticelli, El Greco, Bruegel, Holbein, Rubens, and Vermeer, all held in
public collections-How to Read a Painting not only helps the viewer to understand the significant details of a
picture but also explains the relationship with similar imagery in other works. The guide to Old Master
paintings that every art lover has always wanted, this indispensable museum companion will open the reader
to a whole new experience of Western art's most praised and visited paintings.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this How to Read a Painting: Lessons from
the Old Masters reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty How to Read a
Painting: Lessons from the Old Masters as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Elizabeth Edge:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This How to Read a Painting: Lessons
from the Old Masters is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Patrick Pierce:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How to Read a Painting: Lessons from the Old
Masters can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Sherry Ellis:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific How to Read a Painting: Lessons from the Old Masters
can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have How to Read a Painting: Lessons
from the Old Masters.
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