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Western esotericism has now emerged as an academic study in its own right, combining spirituality with an
empirical observation of the natural world while also relating the humanity to the universe through a
harmonious celestial order. This introduction to the Western esoteric traditions offers a concise overview of
their historical development.

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores these traditions, from their roots in Hermeticism, Neo-Platonism, and
Gnosticism in the early Christian era up to their reverberations in today's scientific paradigms. While the
study of Western esotericism is usually confined to the history of ideas, Goodrick-Clarke examines the
phenomenon much more broadly. He demonstrates that, far from being a strictly intellectual movement, the
spread of esotericism owes a great deal to geopolitics and globalization. In Hellenistic culture, for example,
the empire of Alexander the Great, which stretched across Egypt and Western Asia to provinces in India,
facilitated a mixing of Eastern and Western cultures. As the Greeks absorbed ideas from Egypt, Babylon,
Assyria, and Persia, they gave rise to the first esoteric movements.

From the late sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, post-Reformation spirituality found expression in
theosophy, Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry. Similarly, in the modern era, dissatisfaction with the
hegemony of science in Western culture and a lack of faith in traditional Christianity led thinkers like
Madame Blavatsky to look East for spiritual inspiration. Goodrick-Clarke further examines Modern esoteric
thought in the light of new scientific and medical paradigms along with the analytical psychology of Carl
Gustav Jung. This book traces the complete history of these movements and is the definitive account of
Western esotericism.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

This The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical
Introduction can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction forcing you to have
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

William Martin:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Western Esoteric
Traditions: A Historical Introduction, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Harry Dwyer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Western Esoteric Traditions: A
Historical Introduction, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Lucy Nelson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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