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Fresh from a battle against monarchy, the American Founders were wary of a strong executive, but they were
equally conscious that unchecked legislative power risked all the excesses of democracy. Creating an
effective executive who did not dominate the legislative body posed a significant challenge. In The Creation
of the Presidency, 1775–1789, Charles Thach’s lucid analysis reveals how these conflicting concerns shaped
the writing of the Constitution and the early clarification of executive powers.

Thach sets the stage by analyzing the political tendencies during the war and under the Articles of
Confederation, showing that experience with rash state legislatures and an ineffectual national Congress
contributed to the desire for a strong executive. He presents clearly the scattered deliberations on the
executive during the Philadelphia Convention and gives due attention to the important decisions on
presidential power made by the First Congress.

Originally published in 1923, this book has influenced decades of scholars. In 2003 Raymond Tatalovich and
Thomas Engeman referred to it as “the definitive statement of original intent” with respect to the
establishment of the presidency. Herbert Storing, in his introduction to the 1969 edition, described it as “so
useful and so sound as to be indispensable.” Now available in this Liberty Fund edition, Thach’s pioneering
study can again benefit readers interested in the formation of the U.S. Constitution and the creation of the
presidency. This volume addresses the practical issue of liberty and constitutional government: namely, how
to design an executive power that will be strong enough to keep order yet remain compatible with individual
liberty.

Charles C. Thach, Jr., (1894–1966) was educated at Johns Hopkins University and received his Ph.D. in
1922. Specializing in political theory, he taught at the University of Minnesota and Johns Hopkins. He later
became a Professor of Government at New York University, where he taught for over thirty years.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Creation of the Presidency, 1775-1789: A
Study in Constitutional History will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book
with you?

Lucille Grant:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Creation of the Presidency, 1775-1789: A
Study in Constitutional History to read.

Ira Atwood:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Creation of the Presidency,
1775-1789: A Study in Constitutional History publication written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still doubt The Creation of the Presidency, 1775-1789: A Study in Constitutional History as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain
book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Miguel Lynch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Creation of the Presidency, 1775-
1789: A Study in Constitutional History.
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