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On Tuesday, May 29, 1453, the young Sultan Mehemmed, known to history as “the Conqueror,” launched
the final assault against the walls of Constantinople and added that imperial capital, as coping stone; to the
Empire that his fathers had conquered. As the Sultan’s Imam intoned the Muslim creed within the walls of
Hagia Sophia, the Greek cathedral become a Turkish mosque, and the curtain went up on anew era. In this,
the ninth volume of The Centers of Civilization Series, Bernard Lewis describes the city and its civilization
in the great age of the Ottoman Sultanate, between the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries.

Under the Ottomans, the city once again became the center of avest empire and of aflourishing civilization.
The conquerors did not destroy the captured Christian city, but took care to preserve and embellish; they
added four Muslim minarets to Hagia Sophia, built many fine mosques and palaces of their own, and
transformed the shrunken remnant of the Byzantine city into anew and splendid imperial capital.

The great new Muslim city of Istanbul which they created became a center of cultural aswell we palitical
life. It was the gateway between East and West, the place where Asia and Europe clashed and blended. It
was the seat of the Sultans and the Grand Viziers, of the government of the Ottoman Empire. No less
interesting than the concepts of government and the Muslim religion practiced by the Ottoman Turks were
the imperial place and household and the people of the city.

Mr. Lewis relies upon the first-hand accounts of Turkish historians and poets and European travelers, thus
enabling the reader to see the city, its people, and their life through the eyes of contemporary participants and
observers.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Castillo:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Istanbul and the Civilization of
the Ottoman Empire (Centers of Civilization (Paperback)). All type of book isit possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Thomas Smith:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Istanbul and the Civilization of the Ottoman Empire (Centers of Civilization (Paperback)) can
be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Lauren Cook:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Istanbul and the Civilization of the Ottoman Empire (Centers of Civilization (Paperback)) this guide
consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Omar Stewart:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. Thisreserve Istanbul and the Civilization of the Ottoman Empire (Centers of
Civilization (Paperback)) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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