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The unnamed narrator of this story is a wildly successful novelist and celebrity who lives in Paris with his
wife Esther, a war correspondent who speaks four languages. Their marriage has hit a dry spot and she is
restless, wanting to move on in search of her own happiness. When Esther disappears, he is tormented and
traumatized by the mystery of what has happened to her. Has she been kidnapped, killed, or has she left him
for another lover? The narrator has had has plenty of success in his life: well attended book signings, power
lunches with film industry people, and interviews with journalists. But it all leaves him with a sour taste in
his mouth. He remembers a story by Jorge Luis Borges about a mystical coin: "A year later, I wake thinking
about the story by Borges, about something which, once touched or seen, can never be forgotten, and which
gradually so fills our thoughts that we are driven to madness. My Zahir is not a romantic metaphor — a blind
man, a compass, a tiger, or a coin. It has a name, and her name is Esther." The narrator's struggle is that of a
man as trying to come to terms with something he cannot understand or control: the mystery of Esther's
absence. It is very hard for him to let go of his feeling that she is the only one who fills his life with meaning.
The inner journey he takes opens him up to new possibilities. Then Mikhail, the last person Esther was seen
with, contacts the narrator and promises to take him to her. Mikhail, a young man who works with unhappily
married couples, has his own spiritual perspective on love. Coelho has not created a masterwork on the level
of The Alchemist, but for those who are willing to travel lightly, there are some interesting insights here on
obsessive love, the emptiness of celebrity-status success, and the courage needed to square off against the
mysteries and rewards of letting go of ego and stepping into the dark unknown.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The
Zahir: A Novel of Obsession. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Jeffrey Smith:

The book The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Kathleen Elder:

The book The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book
very suited to you. The book The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Francisco Morgan:

You may get this The Zahir: A Novel of Obsession by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern
era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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