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Many communities across the nation still lack affordable housing. And many officials continue to claim that
“affordable housing” is an oxymoron. Building inexpensively is impossible, they say, because there are too
many regulations. Required environmental impact statements and habitat protection laws, they contend, drive
up the costs of construction. But is this actually true? In a comprehensive study of the question, the authors
of this eye-opening book separate fact from myth.
 
With admirable clarity, they describe the policy debate from its beginning, review the economic theory, trace
the evolution of development regulation, and summarize the major research on the topic. In addition, they
offer their own research, accompanied by a case study of two strikingly different Washington, D.C., suburbs.
They also include results of focus groups conducted in Dallas, Denver, and Tucson. The authors find that
environmental regulatory costs—as a share of total costs and processes—are about the same now as they
were thirty years ago, even though there are far more regulations today. They find, too, that environmental
regulations may actually create benefits that could improve the value of housing.
 
Although they conclude that regulations do not appear to drive up housing costs more now than in the past,
they do offer recommendations of ways in which the processes associated with regulations—including
review procedures—could be improved and could result in cost savings. Intended primarily for  professionals
who are involved in, or impacted by, regulations—from public officials, planners, and engineers to housing
developers and community activists—this book will provide useful insights and data to anyone who wants to
know if (and how) American housing can actually be made “affordable.”
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

This Environmental Regulations and Housing Costs book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Environmental Regulations and Housing Costs without we comprehend teach the one
who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Environmental
Regulations and Housing Costs can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Environmental
Regulations and Housing Costs having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Allison Stiffler:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Environmental Regulations and Housing Costs as your
daily resource information.

Mary Block:

The particular book Environmental Regulations and Housing Costs will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn,
this book very ideal to you. The book Environmental Regulations and Housing Costs is much recommended
to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Holly Hughes:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top list in your reading list is Environmental Regulations and Housing Costs. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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