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For Lutheran pastor John Berntsen, the cross is about more than the crucifixion on Good Friday. It is
shorthand for the whole drama of salvation--God's decisive act of reconciling the world to God's own self.
The cross is dying and rising with Christ, but at a deeper level it is the story of the world's resistance to
grace. Those who lead are subject to the cross no less than others. In contrast with the current fashion for
"visionary" or "purpose-driven" leaders, cross-shaped leaders are not primarily the providers of master plans,
nor are they master builders. Cross-shaped leadership is provisional, contextual, and fallible--open-ended
ministry that has the character of a pilot project. It is always under construction and revision.

Our moment-by-moment functioning in ministry is subject to countless deaths and resurrections, few of
which are heroic or glorious. But Berntsen offers good news within this potentially dismal perspective. He
writes, "Once we've accepted the truth that ministry is hard, even impossible--once we've stopped living in
denial of this reality, or perhaps whining about it--it becomes the truth that sets us free. We cease being
gloomy servants, weighed down by our resentful conviction that we are all alone in our work--the closet
atheism born of the worry, 'If I don t do it, nobody will'--and instead become joyful coworkers of a strong,
wise, and consoling Lord." With optimism, humor, and deep empathy, Berntsen's Cross-Shaped Leadership
offers hope and challenge in the midst of the rough and tumble of parish practice.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Petrus:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Cross-Shaped Leadership: On the Rough and Tumble
of Parish Practice it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Joseph Navarro:

Exactly why? Because this Cross-Shaped Leadership: On the Rough and Tumble of Parish Practice is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Pamela Eckert:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Cross-Shaped Leadership: On the Rough
and Tumble of Parish Practice book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Cross-Shaped Leadership: On the
Rough and Tumble of Parish Practice as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one
book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Suzanne Robbins:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
reserve that need more time to be go through. Cross-Shaped Leadership: On the Rough and Tumble of Parish



Practice can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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