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A well-disciplined army was vital to win American independence, but policing soldiers during the
Revolution presented challenges. George Washington’s Enforcers. Policing the Continental Army examines
how justice was | eft to the overlapping duties of special army personnel and how an improvised police force
imposed rules and regulations on the common soldier. Historian Harry M. Ward describes these methods of
police enforcement, emphasizing the brutality experienced by the enlisted men who were punished severely
for even light transgressions. This volume explores the influences that shaped army practice and the quality
of the soldiery, the enforcement of military justice, the use of guards as military police, and the application of
punishment.

Washington’s army, which adopted the organization and justice code of the British army, labored under the
direction of ill-trained and arrogant officers. Ward relates how the enlisted men, who had a propensity for
troublemaking and desertion, not only were victims of the double standard that existed between officers and
regular troops but also lacked legal protection in the army. The enforcement of military justice afforded the
accused with little due process support.

Ward discusses the duties of the various personnel responsible for training and enforcing the standards of
behavior, including duty officers, adjutants, brigade majors, inspectors, and sergeant majors. He includes the
roles of life guards, camp guards, quarter guards, picket men, and safe guards, whose responsibilities ranged
from escorting the commander in chief, intercepting spies and stragglers, and protecting farmers from
marauding soldiers to searching for deserters, rounding up unauthorized personnel, and looking for
delinquentsin local towns and taverns.

George Washington’ s Enforcers, which includes sixteen illustrations, also addresses the executions of the
period, as both ritual and spectacle, and the deterrent value of capital punishment. Ward explains how
Washington himself mixed clemency with severity and examines how army policies tested the mettle of this
chief disciplinarian, who operated by the dictates of military necessity as perceived at the time.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Hamrick:

The book George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the
Continental Army is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Carlos M cNerney:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army.

Sally McGarvey:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.

Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Thelma Davis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental
Army or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other
book likes George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army to make your spare time far more



colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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