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Rarely have women found their place in the chronicles of Sicily's thirty-century history. Here one of Sicily's
most popular historians introduces seventeen women of varied backgrounds who defied convention to make
their mark in the annals of the complex history of the world's most conquered island.

Meet atimeless sisterhood of pious Roman maidens, steadfast Sicilian queens, and a Jewish mother who
confronted the horrors of the Inquisition. Theirs are inspiring stories of the courage of conviction bursting
forth to overcome the challenges of adversity. The lengthier ten biographies constitute full chapters, while
seven are concise sketches of afew paragraphs each.

In addition to these profiles - most of these women lived before 1500 - the author presents a general survey
and chronology of Sicilian history. Significantly, the book treats Sicily as the sovereign nation most of these
women knew, and not as a 'region’ of the unified Italy or atiny piece of Europe. The chronology (timeline)
reaches into the present century, and there's an appendix dedicated to Sicilian women today.

Until now, biographies of Sicilian women written in English (as the original language) have been the work of
foreign authors. This oneis amilestone, the first book about the historical women of Sicily written in
English by a Sicilian woman in Sicily. It reflects a special passion and an astute understanding of its subject.

Some of the information is the result of original (scholarly) research, and a few facts were garnered from
unigue sources. The chapter on Queen Maria Sophia of the Two Sicilies, who died in 1925, is the lengthiest
treatment of her ever published in English, and it was based in part on an unpublished interview with
somebody who knew the Queen, namely her niece, the late Princess Urraca. Living links of thiskind are
precious in historical writing.

While the concise overview of the status of women in twenty-first century Sicily is provided merely for the
benefit of readers who wish to compare the past and present, the pages dedicated to that topic are arare
occurrence in book publishing, especially in English. Here the author's statements are based on facts and
statistics rather than anecdotes or stereotypes. It is clear that she knows her subject.

With its chronology and reading list, this volume is useful as areference, but its narrative makes for an
interesting read.

Jackie Alio isaninsightful author, one of Sicily's most talented historians, and this book was long overdue.
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From reader reviews:
David Marx:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
Aswe know that book is very important for us. The book Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebelsis not only
giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend
your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Women of
Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Peter Rabey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileisreading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Women of Sicily: Saints,
Queens and Rebels book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Karen Ofarrell:

On this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you need to do isjust
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin the top
record in your reading list is definitely Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels. Thisbook that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Joyce Francois:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring usto around the
world. Through the book Women of Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels we can acquire more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Women of
Sicily: Saints, Queens and Rebels. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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