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Agricultureisat acritical juncture. The Food Security Act of 1985, which was intended to reduce surpluses
by making American farm products more competitive in world markets, has not yet succeeded. Food imports
have outstripped food exports. Huge grain surpluses continue to pile up. Because many farmers and
economists fault federal agricultural policiesfor the current predicament, this book examines how recent
policies, like the 1985 law, have been made and focuses on the key role that private interests play in the
policy process. Not only does Browne give us the first comprehensive study of all of the organized interests
at work in agricultural policymaking, but he also makes an important contribution to understanding the
interaction of organized interests in the American political process. His book should appeal to awide
audience composed of those interested in agriculture, policy process, and interest group behavior.

In the early 1980s, 128 separate organizations employed Washington-based |obbyists who regularly worked
to influence agricultural policies. Many other organizations periodically lobbied in agriculture. The general
farm organizations have been joined by commodity organizations, trade associations, corporate spokesmen,
farm activists, industry lobbyists, consumer groups, environmentalists, and advocates of a variety of food-
related programs. Long gone are the days when the farm bloc preordained policy outcomes and when
students of American politics looked upon agriculture as a classic example of the "iron triangle” or self-
governing subsystem of interest groups, bureaucrats, and legislators. Now the policymaking processis
fragmented by the clamor from competing organized interest groups, and the policy makers responded by
fashioning piecemeal policy with no seeming thought to unity of purpose. In an attempt to throw light on
what actually happens in Washington, Browne explains what groups and interests are active in agricultural
policymaking, what strategy and tactics they employ, and why some have more influence than others. One of
Browne's conclusions is that a surprising number of agricultural issues are uninfluenced by the interest
groups because they ignore them.

For nearly a decade William P. Browne has studied the magjor farm organizations, congressional hearings and
records related to agricultural issues, and the American Agricultural Movement. But perhaps his richest
source of information has been extensive interviews with lobbyists, executives, and grassroots activists
during and just after the 1985 farm bill debates. In the course of his research, Browne sought to learn how
interest groups behave in deciding their policy priorities and how this behavior actualy relates to influence
over the desired policy outcomes.
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From reader reviews:
Jonathan Head:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Private Interests, Public Policy, and
American Agriculture will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Deborah L ake:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of severa ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Private Interests, Public Policy, and American Agriculture, you could tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Steven Bourg:

The e-book with title Private Interests, Public Policy, and American Agriculture posesses alot of information
that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Mary Young:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Private Interests, Public Policy, and American Agriculture can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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